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One is never too old to have fun!
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The Secret Life of Bilge pumps

There are two basic reasons for having a bilge pump:

1. To remove large amounts of water from the bilge in an emergency or in
a place that collects water purposely.  From now on, this will be called a
bilge pump.
2. To clear out nearly all the water in a bilge area so the floor stays dry.
This will be called a drying pump.
Putting distinction in the name helps you to determine your needs for each
place you want to place a pump.

The main type of bilge pump used is a centrifugal pump.  These are the
typical Rule pumps ranging from 500gph to 2000gph and more.  They are
useful in moving a lot of water but they are terrible at stopping water that
wasn’t pumped overboard from coming back down the hose.  They can als-
oget clogged with debris and fail.

There are a few types of drying pumps but diaphragm pumps are often the
ones found on the boats.  They are super reliable and rarely become
jammed by debris.  They’re able to pump dry but they aren’t usually fast
at pumping large amounts of water.  The pump is often mounted away
from the bilge area with a very flat pick up to completely dry an area.  The
Whale Gulper series of pumps is a great example.

In the best of all worlds, imagine a high volume centrifugal bilge pump
mounted higher than the pickup for a diaphragm drying pump.  Small
amounts of water would be removed by the drying pump.  The full bilge
pump wouldn’t turn on unless a larger amount of water flooded and it was
truly needed.  The high-volume bilge pump wouldn’t be used as much and
will be more reliable and stay debris free.  All this while keeping the bilge
much dryer.

This is background information to help you understand your own bilges.
Poke around your own boat and understand what you have.  For more in-
formation on articles like this, visit ActiveCaptain and sign up for interest-
ing articles and boating information.


